
Rainier Beach High School

Landmark Nomination

8815 Seward Park Avenue S
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960

courtyard
entry

N
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit B, Performing Arts
Constructed 1960 & 2000

1960

2000

entry

UNIT C 
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Unit A, Classrooms
Constructed 1960
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N

N
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Unit C, Gymnasiums
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit D, Vocational & Shops
Constructed 1960

N
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Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967

N

56



Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967
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Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967
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Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967
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Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967
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Unit E, Auto Shop
Constructed 1967
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Unit A 
1960 structure: Poured in 

place concrete, 
masonry veneer (now 

painted)

Unit B 
1960 structure: Poured in 

place concrete

Unit C 
1960 structure: Poured in 
place concrete w/ long 

span trusses

Unit D 
1960 structure: Glu-lam 
beams, steel columns, 
brick veneer on CMU 

walls

Unit E 
1967 structure: Glu-lam 
beams, steel columns



An object, site or improvement which is 
more than twenty-five (25) years old may 
be designated for preservation as a 
landmark site or landmark if it has 
significant character, interest or value as 
part of the development, heritage or 
cultural characteristics of the city, state, 
or nation, if it has integrity or the ability to 
convey its significance.

History & Physical Integrity
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1958 1960



Seattle Times, June 4, 1959, p.16
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Indian Heritage 
School at RBHS 

1974-1978
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Streeter & Associates, 1999
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1965
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2001
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2006-2007original plan
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2006-200783



2006-2007196084



• 1959, Construct buildings (Junior-Senior 
High School) John Maloney #477553 

• 1959, Install incinerator #480394 

• 1967, Construct Auto Shop and Covered 
Walk, SPS Maintenance & Operations 
John McDonald Engineer 

• 1977, Alterations to portions of school 
#571149 

• 1980, Modify 6 toilet rooms for the 
handicapped (sic.) #590586 

• 1980, Seismic upgrades 

• 1983, Re-roofing The Chervenak 
Architects PS 

• 1983, Install greasehood & related equip. 
#X07855 

• 1984, Capital levy 83-84 phase 2, Streeter 
Dermanis 

• 1988, Capital levy 87-88 (locker rooms) 
Dawson Hoshide Williams 

• 1991, Computer Center room 144, 
#187286 

• 1992, Re-roofing, S.M. Stemper 

• 1999, Performing Arts Center, Streeter & 
Associates  

List of Alterations: Rainier Beach High School
• 2000, Lunch room renovations, Anas 

Design Associates 

• 2001, Accelerated technology, HEI Hargis 
Engineers 

• 2001, Site alterations New sports fields 

• 2007, Construct alterations to existing high 
school classrooms for art class/art labs 
per subject to field inspection permit. 
#6136530-CN 

• 2007-2009, Construct deck addition, 
alterations to 1st floor, library, computer 
lab, science lab, culinary arts classroom & 
toilet rooms to existing High School 
(Rainier Beach) per plan. Rolluda 
Architects, #6142690-CN 

• 2012, Construct alterations to science 
classrooms at second floor of existing 
high school (Rainier Beach), per Plans. 
Mechanical included in this permit. 
#6363692-CN 

• 2014 Alterations to existing health clinic in 
Rainier Beach high school, per subject to 
field inspection, King County Facilities 
Management, #6421430-CN 

• 2017, Alterations in Rainier Beach High 
School in classroom 189, per plan, 
#6608926-CN 85



Six Criteria for Landmark 
Designation
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A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 
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•March 29, 1968: students and BPP/BSU members 
stage a sit-in at Franklin High School. 

•April 1968: Free Breakfast program launches, 
serving Madrona Elementary School students 

•July 1968: Protest at Garfield playfield to protest 
the jail sentences of the Franklin sit-in defendants. 

•August 1968: a school bus was used without 
authorization to transport BPP members to a rally 
supporting Aaron Dixon. 

•August 3, 1968: BPP holds a rally at Garfield High in 
support of founding member Huey Newton. 

•September 11, 1968, BPP members help patrol halls 
at Garfield High, when a group of non-students 
were harassing students. (Same week as RBHS 
incident)

Black Panther Party & Seattle Public Schools, 1968 

Rally at Garfield High  

Franklin sit-in defendants 
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September 5, 1968 September 6, 1968 89
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September 6, 1968 
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September 12, 1968 

September 17, 1968 
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Washington State Capitol Building, February 28,1969 
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Legacy of the Black Panther Party in Seattle 
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First Black Panther Party 
branch headquarters 

1127 34th Avenue 

2020 

1968 

95



173 20th Ave 
Second Black Panther 

Party branch 
headquarters, 

Welton Armsted 
Community Center, 
Sidney Miller Health 

Clinic 

Photo: Megan Farmer, KUOW 
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Free Breakfast Program, 1969-1980s 

Aaron Dixon and students at free 
breakfast program, April 1969 

Elmer Dixon and students at free 
breakfast program, 1975 97



Community Health Clinic 

169 19th Ave, Site of Sydney Miller People’s Free 
Medical Clinic, 1973-1975 

1422 34th Ave, Site of Carolyn Downs Family 
Medical Center, 1978-1994 

2101 E Yesler Way, Carolyn Downs Family Medical 
Center, 1994-today98



Seattle Black Panther Party 50th Anniversary Mural, Franklin High School

Photos: Susan Fried

Black Panthers 50th 
Anniversary Summit at 

RBHS, 2018
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A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

101

“A new building is important. You can 
have great programs but if  your 
school looks like crap it’s not going to 
work. Look at all the successful 
schools: they’ve all had renovations.  

Are we providing the best education 
we can here? No, we’re not. For me, 
that’s unacceptable.” 

—Betty Patu,  2013 



Aaron Jamal Crawford, class of 
1999 

RBHS Viking State Championship 
in basketball 1998 
played in the NBA 

Chicago Bulls 2000-2004 
New York Knicks 2004-2008 

Golden State Warriors 2008-2009 
Atlanta Hawks 2009-2011 

Portland Trailblazers 2011-2012 
Los Angeles Clippers 2012-2017 

Minnesota Timberwolves 2017-2018 
Phoenix Suns 2018-2019 

Nate Robinson, class of 2001 
RBHS Viking State Championship 

in basketball 2001 
played in the NBA 

New York Knicks (2005-2010), Boston Celtics 
(2010-2011) Oklahoma City Thunder (2011) Golden 

State Warriors (2012) Chicago Bulls (2012–2013)Denver 
Nuggets (2013–2015)Los Angeles Clippers (2015) etc… 
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Paul Robeson* Performing Arts Center

*not an RBHS alumni or teacher103



B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the 
cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, city, state or 
nation. 
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Rainier Valley

Subject site

Dunlap neighborhood

tleelh-chus (“Little Island” later called Pritchard Island)
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Aerial map of Rainier 
Beach, 1895 

Rainier Beach 
Station, 1905
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Atlantic City Beach 
& Pier, 1913

Beer Sheva Park & 
Pritchard Island, 1999 

Rainier Beach Farm 
& Urban Wetland

107
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31.1% African American 
28.7% Asian American 
10.6% white  
4.2% Hawaiian/Pacific Islander  
2.9% Native American 
15.7% multiracial 

Rainier Beach 
Neighborhood 
Demographics, 2010 

Redline Map, 1934-1968 



Southeast Seattle 
School Development
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Landmarked Schools

Old Van Asselt

Franklin High 
Cleveland High 
Dunlap Elementary  
Old Van Asselt (1909 portion)  
Emerson

109



Old Van Asselt (1909, Edgar 
Blair, City of Seattle 

Landmark) 

110

Dunlap (1924, Naramore, 
City of Seattle Landmark) 



Brighton (1949, 
Young & 
Richardson) 

Old Van Asselt 
(1950 addition 
Jones & Bindon) 

Harrison (1958 addition 
by Bindon & Wright) 

Rainier Beach High 
School (1960 John W. 
Maloney) 

111

Graham Hill, 
1961, Theo 

Damm

Rainier View (1961, 
Durham, Anderson 

& Freed) 

South Shore (1973, 
Naramore, Bain, Brady & 

Johanson) 



African American Academy (2000, Streeter & Associates) 

112

Brighton/MLK (2004) 

South Lake High  
(2008, BLRB Architects, 
p.s./Streeter & Associates 
Architects) 

South Shore K-8  
(2009 BLRB Architects, 
p.s./Streeter & Associates 
Architects) 



African American population in Seattle from US census 

113

1970 -  83% WHITE STUDENT BODY 
1977  -  38% WHITE STUDENT BODY

1980 1970 1960 

ENROLLMENT AT RAINIER BEACH HIGH SCHOOL
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Enrollment at Rainier Beach High School

Enrollment Capacity

Mandatory busing 
implemented 1978

IB program 
implemented

“Recruitment” campaign 
by students & staff to 

boost enrollment
Total enrollment: 361 

students

1971 becomes 4 year 
school

1963 NAACP sues SPS over “defacto segregation”

1968 Black Panther incident at RBHS

majority 
white

majority 
BIPOC
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History of Activism

Photo: Naomi Ishisaka
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•March 1970: Students rally in Atlantic City Park protesting "racism and repression" at 
the school. Organized by the Seattle Liberation Front (SLF). 

•2014: Student walk-out in support of Michael Brown and Black Lives Matter.  

•2015: Student campaign for transit justice. City Council consequently approves 
funding for free ORCA passes to thousands of students throughout the district.  

•February 2018: Students advocate for in-school food equity for food-insecure students 
at the State Capitol.  

Student Activism for Local & National Issues 
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• August 1972: Students send 

the school Board a petition 

with 1,200 signatures 

demanding an auditorium. 

•November 1989: Sit-in 

protesting district’s rule 

limiting minority enrollment in 

individual schools. 

•May 2002: Students walk out 

to protest their schools’ 

limited resources and 

inadequate facilities. 

•November 2012: Students 

walk out to protest condition 

of school

Student Activism Specific to Facilities and Funding
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•June 2017: Students hold a fashion show to raise funds to renovate the school 

•May 2019: Following HBO’s investigation of PTA funds at RBHS vs. Roosevelt, 

students demonstrate to demand equal funding for South End schools. 

Student Activism Specific to Facilities and Funding

•September 2019: Walk out and 

rally at Rainier Beach 

Community Center to protest 

inequalities in education 

funding. 

•March 2017: Students speak at 

the school board to advocate 

for improvements to their 

facilities and for districtwide 

ethnic studies programs. 
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“I am tired of  my voice not being heard, of  
my peers' voices not being heard, of  my 
school not being heard. Why? We're not 
asking for anything that we don't deserve.”

--Saido Nor, 2017 

“We will not stop 
fighting for a 

healthy 
environment, 

quality education, 
and equitable 
environment.”

--Hani Ahmed, 2017

Photo via South Seattle Emerald



D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural 
style, period, or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the 
cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, city, state or 
nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 
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The Crow Island 
School in 

Winnetka, IL, 
(1940, Eliel 

Saarinen with 
Perkins Will) 

The Corona 
School Los 

Angeles, CA, 
(1935, Richard 

Neutra) 

122



William Lescaze’s Ansonia 
High School in Connecticut 

in 1937 

123



Arbor Heights & Briarcliff (1948-49, George W. Stoddard, 
demolished)

Genesee Hill (1949, George W. Stoddard, demolished)124
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Rainier Beach High School 
(1960, John Maloney)

William Lescaze’s 
Ansonia High School 

in Connecticut in 
1937 



127
Ingraham (1959, NBBJ, City of Seattle Landmark)

Rainier Beach 
High School 
(1960, John 
Maloney)



Cedar Park in 1959 (Paul Thiry, City of Seattle Landmark)128



Eckstein (1950, William Mallis, City of Seattle Landmark)129



Ingraham (1959, NBBJ, City of Seattle Landmark)130



Nathan Hale  
(1963, Mallis & 

DeHart; 1973 DeHart 
& Landis; 2011 

Mahlum)

131
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Ingraham (1959, NBBJ, City of Seattle Landmark)

Lincoln (1907 
James 

Stephen; 1914 
Edgar Blair; 

1930 Floyd A. 
Naramore, 

City of Seattle 
Landmark+ 
1958 NBBJ)

GYM
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Ingraham (1959, NBBJ, 
City of Seattle 

Landmark; 2012 & 
2019 Integrus)

Rainier Beach (1960, 
John Maloney; 2000 

Mel Streeter; 2007 
Rolluda)

Sealth (1957, NBBJ; 
2010 Bassetti)

Nathan Hale  
(1963, Mallis & DeHart; 
1973 DeHart & Landis; 

2011 Mahlum)



134 2006-20071960
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D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural 
style, period, or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the 
cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, city, state or 
nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

137

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 



John W. Maloney (1896-1978)

138



McConnell Auditorium, Central WA 
University (1934-35, Maloney 

Associates)  
  

 A.E. Larson Building, Yakima, WA 
(1931, John W. Maloney Associates)   

139



Perry Technical 
Institute, 

Yakima, WA 
(1940, John W. 

Maloney 
Associates)  

140

Blanchet HS, 
Seattle, WA (1954, 
John W. Maloney 

Associates)  



St. Benedict Church, 
West Seattle (1958)   

St. Edward’s Church, 
Columbia City, WA (1958)   

St. Thomas the Apostle 
Seminary Chapel (1958) 141



Lind Hall, Central WA 
University, Ellensburg (1947, 

Maloney Associates)   

Seattle First National 
Bank, Denny Way 

Branch (1950, 
Maloney Associates, 

City of Seattle 
Landmark)
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Seattle First National 
Bank, Denny Way 

Branch (1950, 
Maloney Associates, 

City of Seattle 
Landmark)

143

Greenwood First Avenue S



Kittitas County 
Courthouse, 

Kitittas, WA (1955, 
Maloney 

Associates w/ J. 
Whitney)

Blue Cross Building (1958, 
demolished, John W. Maloney 

Associates)  144



a warehouse for the Seattle 
School District (1955, 1255 

Harrison Street, demolished) 

an addition to Meany 
Middle School School 

(1955)  

145



Rainier Beach Junior-Senior 
High School (1960)

146

 addition to Grover Cleveland 
High School (1958)

addition to Franklin High School 
(1958, demolished)



Lemieux Library, Seattle University (1966, Maloney, Herrington, 
Freesz & Lund)  
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Lemieux Library, Seattle 
University (1966)  

Holland Library, Washington 
State University (1950, w/ artist 

Dudley Pratt)  

148



Perry Technical Institute, 
Yakima, WA (1940s)  

Blanchet HS, Seattle, WA (1954)  

St. Edward’s 
Church, Columbia 
City, WA (1953)  

warehouse for SPS 
(1955) 

Seattle First National Bank, Denny 
Way Branch (1950, City of Seattle 

Landmark)
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St. Edward’s Church, 
Columbia City, WA (1958 

w/ structural engineer Jack 
Christiansen)   

150



Worthington, Skilling, Helle & Jackson, engineers

Fine Arts Pavilion, Seattle World’s Fair (1961-62, 
Kirk, Wallace, McKinley & Associates)

Kingdome (1972-76, demolished
Columbia Seafirst Center (1985, Chester L. 

Lindsey architect)
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Architect Melvin Edward 
Streeter (1931-2006)

African American Academy 
(2000, Streeter & Associates) 

Seattle Public Library, Rainier 
Beach branch (2004, Streeter 

& Associates)
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F.   Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrast of siting, age, 
or scale, it is an easily identifiable feature of its neighborhood or the city 
and contributes to the distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood 
or city.  

D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural 
style, period, or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the 
cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, city, state or 
nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 
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Viewing SW on Hamlet Ave S Viewing SW on Hamlet Ave S



F.   Because of its prominence of spatial location, contrast of siting, age, 
or scale, it is an easily identifiable feature of its neighborhood or the city 
and contributes to the distinctive quality or identity of such neighborhood 
or city.  

D.   It embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural 
style, period, or method of construction. 

C.   It is associated in a significant way with a significant aspect of the 
cultural, political, or economic heritage of the community, city, state or 
nation. 

B.   It is associated in a significant way with the life of a person important in 
the history of the city, state, or nation.

A.   It is the location of or is associated in a significant way with an historic          
event with a significant effect upon the community, city, state, or nation. 

E.   It is an outstanding work of a designer or builder. 
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“…in the interest of the prosperity, civic pride 
and general welfare of the people…”
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